REFORM IN THE ARMY
reasonable rejoinder. Major Wassfy's passion
for universal brotherhood impressed me favour-
ably at the time, and it was with something of a
shock that, a few months later, I found, in the
reports of the Parliamentary debates, that he
was the first to oppose the claim of the gipsies
to serve in the army of the Constitution!
Well, if the Turks themselves see no risk of
treachery, they should know best. At the same
time, so far at any rate as those are concerned
who, like the Armenians, have actually peti-
tioned for compulsory service, such treachery
would be an eternal disgrace. It is to be hoped,
indeed, that so courageous an experiment may
be crowned with success, since its failure would
reflect little credit on the judgment of the Turk
or on the honour of Ottoman subjects of other
creeds. Fighting is a job that he has hitherto
done better than the majority of his neighbours.
He loves it for its own sake better than he loves
trade. If he could but continue to do his own
fighting, it might be better for him. In the
present state of Turkish finance, it is too much
to expect that he should forgo both the military
service and the tax, so there is perhaps nothing
for it but to enrol this new army of patriots,
who are to defend not Islam, but Turkey.
The remaining reforms under consideration in
Q                            241